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A Violent juvenile offenders were added in
2011 In order for Tennessedo become
compliant with' the national Adam Walsh




Definition

Violent juvenile sexual offender s defined as a person
14 yearsold or more but lessthan 18 yearsold who has
been adjudicated delinquent of any of the following
offenseghat were committedon or after July1, 2011

Aggravated:rape,
Rape,;

Rape-of a childif the victim Is at least 4
years younger than the ‘offender;

Aggravated rape of a child; or

Criminal attempt to.commit any of the
offenses listed above.
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PR VA forn by General’snDsnviSEe

2014 Attorney Ge n e r &Opidion
interpretedthe law to saythat the 14-18
agerange appliesto the o:f- f- e nadeatr J s
the time of adjudication rather than
commission of offense That opinion
would mean, for example, that a child

who committed one of the qualifying
offensesat age 13 would haveto register

If he/shewas adjudicated delinqguent of

the offenseafter his/her 14" birthday.



colre i that ISSug¢

A That bill clarifies that the juvenile must be
14-18 at time of commissionof offensein
order to qualify for the registry.



In 2014 our ed Public
Chapter 770, which offenses
of AggravatedSexue {’)z:ttcr‘y anc AL‘L
to Commit Aggravate :‘%»i‘.x;'s;l.ﬂi Battery
committedon or after July1, 2014.
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AT e n n e svmlent Jugenile Sex Offender
Registry (\VJ also includes juvenile

A Many of them were adjudicated delinquent
of offenses that occurred before July 1, 2011.



A Information coneerning violent juvenile
sexual offenders Is confidential, and these
offenders can petition for removal from the

VISORVhentheyreachage?2s.

A They must provide fingerprints, and if they
have not been adjudicated/convictedof a
subsequengualifying sexual,violent sexualor
violent juvenile sexual offense,they shall be

removedfrom the VJSOR



AHowever, if a registere 'iw enile s
adjudicated delinquent of & sequent
violent juvenile sexual offense ﬂ' e/she is
requiredto remainon the VJSOFor life.

the offenderbecome /her18th
birthday.



Likewise ‘egistered juvenile is
convictec sexual or violent sexual
offenseafter turning 18, he/sheis required
to remain on the VVJSORor life, and the
o f f e nimfoznmatios that was formerly
confidentialbecomepublic



Also,a registereduvenile offenderwhose
victim was 12 or youngerIs required to

remain on the VJSORfor life wnless
he/sheas only registeredn Tennessedue
to a requirement to register in another
jurisdiction. (eg., a juvenile required to

register in TN due to requirement to

registerin another statefor rape of a 5

yearoldin 2008).






TCA 3£1-127 (f) provides:

(f) If achild is chargedwith a delinquentact
that could qualify sueh child as a violent
juvenile sexualoffender,asdefinedby TCA

40- 39- 202, suchchild shallbe givenverbal
and written notice of the violent juvenile
sexual offender registration requirements
prior to a hearing on whether the child
committedsuchact



AThis is not a requirement for adult
offenders

A In fact, a casefrom the Tennesse8upreme
Court holds that the court Is n0of required
to advisean adult offender about his/her
requirementto registeras a consequence
of his/her guilty plea becausethe registry
IS remedialand regulatory,not punitive.



Restrictions on Registered Juvenile

TCA 48 39-211(b) states:

(b) No sexualoffender,violent sexual offender,
or violent juvenile sexual offenae; as those
terms are defined in TCA 40-39-202, shall
knowingly:
(1) Reside within-one:thousand feet
@0y of the property ling: o Y=hiCk oM ol ¢

s ofender's forsac” viciinis orshe o Nt

P

victimsJd 1T mmedil at e
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@Y-Cpme within ~ne hundrec: foet (10Ce) aNCHNMUN]
t he of foender. Jexcept as othepvise \
authorized by lav/or

@xCpntact any of the of'ende:s formen viCHmMSE e
s Vestim” mencdiate: Temily menii eS=We Ok T Sls
s censent of e victim or consent of 111€-VICRYA BN ol
parent or guardian'if the victim is'a minor being
contacted-by telephone; in writing, by electronic
mail, Internet services, or.any form or electronic
communication,un/ess otherwise authorized by
law.



Restrictions on Registerddveniles
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However, TCA 4B9-211 (i) states:

(1) The restrictions set out In° subsections
(a) (d) shall not apply te a violent juvenile
sexual offender required to register under
this part unless otherwise ordered by a
court of competenfurisdiction.




TCA 4@ 39- 215 states:

(a) While mandatedto comply with' the requirementsof
this chapter, it Is an offensefor a sexual offender,
violent sexual offender, or a violent juvenile sexual
offender,asthoseterms are definedin TCA40- 39-
202, whosevictim wasa minor, to knowingly:

1) Pretend to be, dress as,:impersonate or otherwise
assume the:identity of a real or fictional person or
character or a member of a profession, vocation or
occupation while in the:presence of a minor or
with the intent to attract-or-entice a minor to be Iin
the presence of the offender;



TCA40-39-2 15 ( con't

(2) Engagein employment,a profession,
occupation or vecation, regardless of
whether compensationin received, that
the offender knows or should know will

cause the offender to be In direct and
unsuperviseccontactwith a minor; or



dosoorr cific

/pe of \"3]11(3]@, lrl(’llﬁldlrlﬂ,} but not

T

limited to, an ice cream truck or

emergencyenicle,for the purpose

attractingor enticing a minor to

the presen n nder.



